Appendix to the School’s Behaviour Policy: Trust Policy on Prohibiting the Use of Mobile
Phones

1. Rationale

As a Catholic Academy Trust, we are committed to creating a learning environment rooted
in dignity, respect, and the common good. Mobile phones and digital devices can be useful
tools, but they also present risks to learning, wellbeing, and safeguarding. This appendix sets
out clear expectations to ensure that technology supports, rather than disrupts, the
formation of a safe, prayerful, and purposeful school community.

2. Scope
This appendix applies to:
o All pupils, except *sixth form students
¢ All personal mobile phones and other smart technology with similar functionality to
mobile phones, including portable and wearable devices
e All Trust schools, including during lessons, social times, transitions, and
extracurricular activities
¢ All school-organised trips and events unless otherwise stated
Staff use of mobile phones is covered in the Staff Code of Conduct.
*sixth form students are prohibited from using mobile phones in front of younger pupils.
3. Core Expectations for Pupils
3.1 General Rule
In line with the Department for Education’s Mobile Phone Statutory Guidance, the Trust
requires that mobile phones and personal digital devices are not accessed at any point
throughout the school day, including during lessons, the time between lessons, breaktimes

and lunchtimes.

Phones (and other smart technology with similar functionality to mobile phones, including
wearable and portable devices) must be:

o switched off (not on silent or airplane mode)

o stored in bags or lockers, where available

¢ not accessed until pupils have left the school site at the end of the day
3.2 Exceptions

Reasonable adjustments may be approved for:

o medical needs
e SEND requirements



o specific safeguarding circumstances
These must be agreed in advance with the Headteacher or Designated Safeguarding Lead.
4. Confiscation and Sanctions (amend to reflect school policy)
Where a pupil breaches expectations:
4.1 First Breach

e Device confiscated and stored securely
e Returned to the pupil at the end of the day

4.2 Repeated Breaches

e Device returned only to a parent/carer
e Sanctions applied in line with the Behaviour Policy
e Possible withdrawal of permission to bring a device onto school premises

4.3 Serious Misuse
Examples include:

e Filming or photographing others without consent
e Sharing inappropriate or harmful content

e Online bullying or harassment

e Using a device to access prohibited material

These will be treated as serious behaviour incidents and may result in:

e Internal Isolation

e Suspension

e Exclusion

e Police involvement where required

5. Safeguarding and Online Safety

The Trust is committed to protecting pupils from online harm. Mobile phone misuse can
create risks including:

e Cyberbullying

e Exposure to inappropriate content
e Sharing of personal information

e Peer-on-peer abuse

Any safeguarding concerns arising from mobile phone use will be managed in accordance
with the school’s Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy.



6. Use on School Trips and Events

The use of mobile phones on trips is at the discretion of the trip leader and Headteacher.
Considerations include:

e Age of pupils

e Purpose of the trip

o Safeguarding risks

¢ Behaviour expectations
Where phones are permitted, pupils must still follow staff instructions at all times.
7. Partnership with Parents and Carers
We ask parents and carers to:

e Support the Trust’s expectations

¢ Avoid contacting pupils directly during the school day

¢ Use the school office for urgent communication

¢ Monitor their child’s online activity outside school

Working together helps us safeguard pupils and maintain a calm, focused learning
environment.

8. Review

This appendix will be reviewed annually as part of the Behaviour Policy review cycle, or
sooner if required by changes in legislation or Trust guidance.



