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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
This is a school where teachers are determined to give pupils the best experiences 
of learning. Staff have high expectations and want every pupil to achieve well, and 
they do. Pupils find the activities exciting. They especially enjoy the new reading 
challenges.  
 
Strong virtues are at the heart of everyone’s work. Pupils know the virtues well, such 
as friendship, thankfulness and hope. Pupils know how they can help support each 
other in school.  
 
Pupils feel safe and happy in this small school. They say that kind, friendly staff look 
after them well. Inspectors agree. Pupils and staff are cheerful. They listen 
respectfully and politely to each other. Pupils told us that bullying is rare. They knew 
that staff would deal with any concerns quickly. The school is calm and orderly.  
 
Pupils enjoy attending school and studying a wide range of topics across the 
curriculum. They like the trips that support their learning, for example to The Deep 
and the nature reserve. Pupils eagerly take part in a wide range of extra-curricular 
activities and exciting outings that the school provides.  
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Reading is at the heart of everything the school does. Leaders have brought about 
substantial improvements in reading. They have raised expectations of all pupils, 
including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) and those 
who are disadvantaged. Pupils read regularly and understand the importance of 
reading. They enjoy completing reading challenges and coming back to school in the 
evenings to hear stories around the fire pit.  
 
Leaders have put a clear phonics programme in place. This begins as soon as 
children start school. Teachers frequently check the letters and sounds that pupils 
know. This helps teachers to match pupils’ work to the books they are reading 
closely to their needs. Those pupils who need extra practice with reading get 
individual support from the teachers so they catch up quickly. Pupils repeat their 
learning in different ways while continuing to learn new letters and sounds. As a 
result, pupils are well on their way to becoming fluent readers by the end of key 
stage 1.  
 
Provision for children in the early years is strong. Teachers understand the needs of 
young children. They provide a wide range of activities that children enjoy. Children 
loved dressing up as pirates for the day to read their class book. Healthy and safe 
living are promoted well. For example, children take responsibility for when they 
have a snack. They know the process of washing their hands before eating. 
Speaking and listening are promoted especially well.  
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Pupils’ personal development is a strength of the school. Pupils are given responsible  
jobs to promote the Catholic virtues within school. Staff build strong partnerships 
with external agencies and other schools. They are quick to seek the right support. 
The needs of pupils and families who may be vulnerable are quickly identified and 
supported through Catholic Care.  
 
Leaders think hard about what they want pupils to know and how the curriculum is 
organised for them to learn effectively. The vocabulary and knowledge that pupils 
need to learn has been carefully mapped out. Pupils are starting to develop a deep  
understanding in a range of subjects. Displays and work in books show that pupils 
experience a good deal of success across the curriculum. 
 
Sometimes leaders do not plan the next steps of learning carefully enough from one 
year group to the next. This means that some essential subject knowledge is 
missing. Subject leaders are keen to further develop their role so that they monitor 
more effectively, the impact of the sequence of learning within their subject. Subject 
leaders do not always take account of the smaller units of knowledge that pupils 
need to learn over time.  
 
Some planned activities are not always matched correctly to the needs of all pupils.  
This holds some pupils back from achieving their very best. Pupils with SEND can 
sometimes struggle to complete the work independently.  
 
Governors know the school well. They take an active part in curriculum planning and 
ask challenging questions of subject leaders. They have a realistic understanding on 
how well the school is doing and are ambitious for the future.  
 
New teachers feel supported by the leaders and other teachers. Staff say that 
leaders provide good training and help to lighten their workload.  
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Leaders are uncompromising in keeping pupils safe. Staff, volunteers and governors 
are appropriately checked before they work with pupils. Staff are fully aware of what 
to do if they have any concerns about a child.   
  
Staff and governors attend child protection and safeguarding training regularly. They 
understand local and national risks for pupils, including those posed by county lines. 
Staff know the signs of potential abuse or harm. Records show that leaders take the 
right action to look after pupils.   
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What does the school need to do to improve? 
 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 

 
 Leaders are making sure that all subjects have well-detailed, long-term plans in 

place. They have carefully selected the vocabulary that pupils need to know and 
remember for each year group and subject. The sequence of learning in some 
subjects is clear only for particular year groups. Subject leaders now need to 
measure the impact of the curriculum planning by ensuring that learning builds 
up over time, across all year groups.  

 Sometimes the activities provided to pupils are not always matched to their 
needs. As a result, some pupils are not able to give more in-depth responses and 
show what they have learned and remembered. Leaders must ensure that all 
planned activities are appropriate for what pupils learn in each subject and match 
pupils’ needs, including for pupils with SEND. 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View 
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you 
can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 118045 

Local authority East Riding of Yorkshire 

Inspection number 10121695 

Type of school Primary 

School category Voluntary aided  

Age range of pupils 4 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 109 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body Catherine Murphy 

Headteacher Helen Cooke 

Website www.stjosephscatholicprimarygoole.co.uk 

Date of previous inspection 27 March 2019, under section 8 of the 
Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 
 The school is part of the Diocese of Leeds. The school’s last section 48 inspection 

was in June 2017, when it received an overall judgement of good. 
 

Information about this inspection 
 
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
 
 We worked with several leaders during the course of the inspection. These 

included: the acting headteacher, the acting assistant headteacher, the special 
educational needs coordinator and curriculum leaders for English, mathematics, 
science and history.  

 We met with governors (including the chair of the local governing body) and a 
representative from the local authority and had a telephone conversation with a 
representative from the diocese.  

 We scrutinised the school’s safeguarding records, including the single central 
record, and evaluated the effectiveness of the school’s safeguarding procedures. 
This involved talking to staff and pupils about their understanding of 
safeguarding, bullying and health and safety.  

http://www.stjosephscatholicprimarygoole.co.uk/


 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 

16–17 January 2020 6 
 

 

 We did deep dives in: reading and phonics, mathematics, history, and science. 
This involved visiting lessons, talking to pupils, looking at pupils’ work and talking 
to teachers and curriculum leaders.  

 We also checked Parent View, Ofsted’s online survey, and met with some parents 
to consider their views. There were six responses to Parent View.  

 We observed pupils at breaktimes, lunchtimes and in the after-school club. We 
discussed behaviour and bullying with pupils.  

 

Inspection team 

 

Rebecca Clayton, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 

Cathy Morgan Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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